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I 

CUP LID 

Ars?F.AC? OP THE DISCLOSURE: 

A thin plastic disposable lid for use with a cup, typically 
a disposable plastic styrofoam or paper container, is disclosed. 

lid includes a small foldback portion that is partially 
r^movM from the remainder of the lid by tearing it along tear 
:in*s that are coincident with the oriented fibers of the plastic 
material, thus creating an opening in the lid, Mo pre-formed 
score lines , slits or notches are required to facilitate proper 
tearing of the lid. Further, the foldback portion is hinged and 
vstair-ed in intimate engagement by the lid when it is fully open. 
A specific feature of the lid is that the foldback portion is 
*asy to fold back and to engage. The foldback portion is also 
resealable over the opening in the lid. 
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»■ I ELD OP TW3 THYftTTTflff- 

This invention relates to disposable cup lids and more 
particularly to such lids that are disposable and meant for a 
single use to cover plastic, foam or paper cups and containers. 
Such cups and containers are typically used to contain coffee, 
hot chocolate, milk, soft drinks, and the like. Such lids 
preferably have a portion that is partially torn away, but still 
remains attached to the lid to allow access to the liquid 
contained therein while still permitting most of the opening of 
the cup or container to remain covered. Further, the portion 
that is torn away is preferably replaceable, 

BftCKCRomro or thb myamgg ; 

It is very eommon practice in today's society to obtain a 
beverage, whether it be coffee, tea. a soft drink, milk, juice, 
and so on. from a source other than one's home. Such sources 
include donut shops, variety stores, fast food outlets, coffee 
trucks, and a large number of like places, often, such beverages 
are obtained while travelling, very often while travelling in a 
car. and will be consumed while travelling. in any event, it is 
desirable that the drinking vessels in which they are sold be 
covered for at least two reason,. Firstly, covering the cup 
would preclude spilling the contained beverage. Secondly, if the 
contained beverage in the cup is hot. the lid will help insulate 
the beverage from the surrounding and ambient air. thus keeping 
some of the heat in. 
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The term cup is used to denote a drinking vessel, a 
("ontainer, a glass, a bowl, a dish, a mug, a tumbler, or anything 
similar. Such cups can contain food, hot beverages, or cold 
beverages, or anything similar. 

Such lids are typically made of thin inexpensive plastic, 
since they are meant to be disposable. Since they are made of 
thin plastic, it is fairly easy to tear a portion of the lid such 
that an opening is created. This opening would allow liquid 
within the cup to be consumed while still keeping most of the lid 
in place. Originally, cup lids had no specific provision for 
removal of a piece of the lid in order to drink to contained 
beverage. Instead, a piece of the lid was merely ripped off, 
usually while the cup lid was in place over the cup. The ripping 
of the cup lid was fairly random given that there was no specific 
part of the lid that was adapted to be removed, often, too much 
or too little of the lid was ripped and removed. rf too little 
was removed, some more could be removed until the desired size 
opening is achieved, however, this makes the process 
unnecessarily difficult, and does not guarantee that too large an 
opening won't result. if the cup lid is torn and too large an 
opening results, then it is more likely that beverage contained 
with in the cup would spill from the cup. 

Cup lids are- generally made from a thin sheet of extruded 
polystyrene material. This polystyrene sheet has associated with 
it orientation lines that are caused by the extrusion process. 
The polystyrene mat*; .al readily tears along these orientation 
lines, but does not tear readily in other directions. In order 
to form the cup lids from the polystyrene sheet, the polystyrene 
is either run ^rOUgh^ s^rm^f fti roi^/w^fi^^i mmedi a t e 1 y after 
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{ it is extrudedor the polystyrene may be first toiled and stored 

•nd then run through a thermof orming machine. 

1 

In the molding machine, the polystyrene sheet is placed over 
a male mold. The polystyrene is shaped to the mold by means of 
suction through small openings in the mold. Pressurized air on 
the other side of the sheet forces the polystyrene against the 
mold, so that it generally conforms to the entire outline of the 
mold. 

More recently produced cup lids often have some means by 
which a flap portion of the lid. which is to be torn away and 
thereby produce an opening, is defined by plurality of score 
lines or the like. Typically, a tab that is an extension of the 
flap protrudes outwardly from the edge of the cup lid. To tear 
the flap from the remainder of the lid, thus creating an opening 
fct drinking, the tab is grasped and lifted upwardly. The lid 
begins to tear at the base of the tab and continues to tear along 
the imprinted score lines. Sometimes, a cup lid will have 
notches or slits at the base of the tab, «hich lead into the 
score lines. Such notches or slits ensure that the tear or tears 
in the cup lid are started in the correct spot. 

There are a number of problems with using the score lines 
method of defining an opening in a cup lid. Firstly, it is 
difficult to produce cup lids with accurate score lines given 
that such a thin plastic material is used. 

The general shape of the cup lid is of course circular, with 
a substantial portion of it being a generally planar body. There 
is also a circumferential displaced lip depending from the 
generally planar body, with the lip adapted to fit over the edge 
of a styrofoam or paper rolled-edge cup. The planar top portion 
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of the lid typically has an upwardly directed angular channel 
>hat forms an annular lip that is adapted to receive the top 
portion of the cup. The planar portion of the lid is generally 
recessed slightly below the top of the cup. There is also 
typically a small ridge within the top planar portion of the lid 
that is located so as to preclude the tearing of the opening such 
that the opening will not become too large. 

Another feature found on many cup lids is a means for 
holding the flap open so that a person can drink from the cup 
through the opening in the lid without the flap getting in the 
way. In use, once the flap is torn back thus creating an 
opening, it can then be folded over onto the lid where a portion 
of the flap is received by a mating portion of the lid. This 
mating portion of the lid is shaped so as to retain a portion the 
flap in frictional relation therewith, in the folded back 
position . 

It has been found that there is a disadvantage in making the 
opening in the cup lid large, as most are: A person must be very 
cautious in order to drink from the cup without spilling, and 
must cover the opening entirely with their mouth while drinking. 
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It has being found that in many prior art type lids, when a 

4 

ortion of the flap is retained by the cup lid usually the end 
portion of the flap -- the middle portion tends bow out, or 
alternatively the lip portion of the flap tends to stick up. 
These problems are more prevalent in cup lids having a large 
flap. In any event, part of the flap can be in the way of a 
person who is drinking from the cup usually in the way of the 
person's nose. Such a problem could be precluded by having a 
smaller opening in the lid and therefore a smaller flap, with an 
improved means for holding the open flap on to the cup lid. 

jfflarPTPTTnw OP THE PRIOR ART; 

U.S. Patent 3.977,559 to Lombardi discloses a lid for a food 
container having a flip-open section within the lid. The flip- 
open section is pre-scored so that it may be easily lifted and 
torn away from the remainder of the lid by grabbing a tab and 
lifting and pulling. The orientation of the score lines of the 
flip open section generally do not coincide with the orientation 
lines of the plastic of the lid. 

U.S. Patent 4,322,015 to Bailey discloses a container lid 
having an access strip 25 that is defined by a pair of tear 
impressions 22 and is opened by lifting an extended edge section 
26 upwardly such that the access strip 25 is torn upwardly out of 
the lid. There are slits or notches in the edge of the lid that 
defines the start of the tearing impression 22 and ensure that 
the access strip 25 is torn accurately. 

U.S. Patent 4,473,16? to Bailey discloses a container lid 
construction having a large access strip within the lid. The 
access strip is defined by a score line on each side thereof. 
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The access strip is torn from the remainder of the lid by lifting 
1 edge section that extends outwardly from the access strip and 
tearing it towards the centre of the lid. In order to ensure 
that the lid tears properly along the score line there is a pair 
of notches, one for each score line, in the edge of the lip at 
the beginning the score lines. 

U.S. Patent 4,502,608 to Mills (and assigned to a common 
assignee herewith) discloses a disposable lid for drinking cups 
wherein a portion of the lid is removed by pulling tab portion 
44. When tab portion 44 is pulled, the lid starts to tear at the 
notches 20 in skirt portion 16. Preferably, the lid tears along 
imaginary radial lines 32 and 34, or at least approximately along 
these radial lines, until the tears reach cut 28, which precludes 
( further tearing. There is, unfortunately, no specific means for 

controlling exactly where the tearing will take place, even 
though it starts off at predetermined notches or slits. 

U.S. Patent 4,629,088 to Oerken discloses a container lid 
with a drink through opening which discloses a lid with a flap, 
with the flap being defined by score lines. To lift the flap, a 
pull tab is lifted and the lid tears along the score lines until 
a hinge line is reached. The flap then folds back and is held in 
place folded onto the lid by mating of an indentation on the flap 
with a transverse detent in the lid. 

O.S. Patent 4,738,373 to Oe Parales discloses a cup cover 
having opening means which is a tab that is defined by a pair of 
score lines. The tab is separated by lifting an extended portion 
39 of the tab upwardly, and folding the tab over across the lid. 
The portion of the rib 14 on the tab is inserted into a recess 

40, thereby retaining the tab in an open position. 
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The present invention provides a cup lid for closure over 
the opening of a disposable cup, typically made o£ plastic, foam 
or paper, the lid being easy to manufacture, easy to use, easy to 
drinlc from, and resealable. The lid has within it a small 
foldback portion that is partially removable by tearing it from 
the remainder of the lid. in order to tear the foldback portion 
from the remainder of the lid a grasp tab is grasped and is 
pulled towards the centre of the lid. The foldback portion is 
oriented such that the two sides of it are aligned along the 
orientation lines of the extruded plastic material that the lid 
is formed from. The foldbaek portion generally tears along these 
orientation lines thus forming an opening of a generally pre- 
defined size and shape. There are no score lines to help define 
the foldback portion and there are no slits or notches in the 
side of the lid to help start the tearing of the foldback 
portion. This is advantageous in the manufacture of such a lid 
in that it makes the manufacturing process much easier. since 
score lines are out only part way into a lid, and the I ids are 
made of a very thin plastic material, it is difficult to keep the 
score lines cut to an accurate depth. Resultingly, an 
unacceptably high percentage of lid* with score lines have score 
lines that have been cut completely through the material or that 
are too shallow to be as effective as required. This can result 
in leakage, especially if the cup of container is carried in a 
bag, where it may easily assume a non-vertical orientation. 

The opening that is ereated by partial removal of the 
foldback portion t*M^&te%^^TWi<mT"3&l¥°'iot a number of 
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reasons — there is less spillage if the cup should tip over, it 
; s easier to drink from, it is easier to open and lock the 
foldback portion in place in its opened position. 

The disposable lid of the present invention also provides an 
improved mechanism for locking the foldback portion in place on 
the remainder of the lid. This mechanism consists of at least 
one protruding tab on the foldback portion, which also 
strengthens the foldback portion, and at least one co-operating 
protrusion properly placed on the lid so as to receive and retain 
the at least one protruding tab in intimate engagement therewith. 

Further, in an alternative embodiment, there is provided a 
recess that accommodates the at least one co-operating protrusion 
and also generally accommodates the foldback portion of the lid 
when the foldback portion is indeed folded over onto the lid. 
This allows the foldback portion to remain generally flush with 
the lid thus allowing for cup to be stacked on top of other cups 
when the foldback portion is open. 

Also, there is provided a means for providing a positive 
locking action of the foldback portion onto the remainder of the 



lid. 



BBIEF DBSCB T PT T ftH ftp m . nttMITWn^ 

Embodiments of this invention will now be described by way 
of example in association with the accompanying drawings in 
which: 

Pigure 1 is a perspective view of the cup lid of the present 
invention; 

Figure 2 is a partially cut a way view of a portion of the 
cup lid; 
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Figure 3 is a side view of the portion of the cup lid shown 
>"yi Figure 2; 

Figure 4 is a view similar to Figure 2, but showing an 
alternative embodiment; 

Figure 5 is a side view of the partially cut away view of 
Figure 4; and 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment 
of the cup lid. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TKS PftEFCTHgn F««nntW CT T« ; 

Reference will now be made to Figure 1, in which a preferred 
embodiment of the disposable cup lid 20 is shown. The cup lid 20 
is substantially circular in shape so as to fit onto the mouth of 
a paper or styrofoam cup. The lid 20 has a cover portion 22 and a 
v lip portion 24, The cover portion 22 generally spans across the 

opening of a cup when the lid 20 is placed thereon. 

When the lid 20 is initially placed on the cup, the lid 20 
is intact and covers the entire opening of the cup, with the 
exception of a small air hole in the centre area ot the lid. It 
also mates tightly with the cup, thereby forming a virtually 
leakproof seal over the cup, except for the small air hole, which 
may alio- a very minute amount of liquid contained within the cup 
to escape. 

The Up portion 24 of the lid 20 is displaced preferably 
around the perimeter of cover portion 22 and forma the outside 
edge of the lid 20, The lip portion 24 is in the form of an 
annular inverted channel so as to properly accept and intimately 
engage with the rim of a co-operating cup. The lip portion 24 
comprises a top surface 26, and inner side surface 28, and outer 
side surface 30 f*«Tkv*#W*<S!W rttce^f 6^ , s*a"d^tetf m to be in intimate 
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engagement with the very top portion of the rim of a co-operatina 
v;up. The top surface 26 also join, the inside surface 28 and the 
outer side surface 30. The inner side surface 28 is adapted to 
be in intimate engagement with the portion of the inside surface 
of the co-operating cup and the outer side surface 30 is adapted 
to be in intimate engagement with a portion of the outer side 
surface of a co-operating cup. The distance between the inner 
side surface 28 and the outer side surface 30 is such that the 
lip portion 24 fits tightly onto and remains in intiir.ate 
engagement with the rim of a co-operating cup. Protruding 
outwardly from a minor segment of said lip portion 24 is grasp 
tab 32, which will be discussed subseque* tly. 
( . The cover portion in 22 is generally planar and spans across 

the opening of a cup that is being covered by lid 20. There is a 
generally circular ridge 33 near the periphery of the cover 
portion 22. This ridge 33 is included to provide increased 
overall structural strength to the lid 20. 

The cover portion 22 has a foldback portion 40 located 
therein near the periphery of the cover portion 22. The foldback 
portion 40 extends into the lip portion 24 and spans a minor 
segment of the cover portion 22 and lip portion 24. The foldback 
portion 40 has a first end 42 at the end of a grasp tab 32, a 
second end 44 located inwardly on the cover portion 22 at the 
hinge 49, a first side 46, and a second side 48. The first side 
46 and the second side 48 are tear lines. The tear lines do not 
actually exist until the foldback portion 40 is partially removed 
from the remainder of the lid. The foldback portion 40 is 

partially removed from the cover portion 22 by lifting grasp tab 

_„ . Patent provided By Sugniue HUM, PLLC • http://www.stjghrije.com 
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portion along tear lines that define first side 46 and second 
^ide 48- The Eo!dback portion 40 is torn until hinge 49 is 
reached. At that point, the tearing operation generally is 
precluded and then becomes a bending operation of the hinge 49 # 
which is a living hinge. The hinge 49 is substantially "U-- 
shaped and the material is thinner at the hinge since the plastic 
sheet has been stretched over an area that is about two or three 
times the surface area than the original amount of material that 
is used to form the hinge. Resulting!/, the material at the 
hinge is also one half to one third the thickness as the 
surrounding material. The combination of the thinner material 
and the "U"~shaped of the hinge permits easy bending of the 
material such that the tearing of the material is generally 

: p ' 
t 

precluded at the hinge, even though the material could be torn 
past the hinge if desired. 

At the hinge, foldback portion 40 is merely folded over onto 
the cover portion 22. In order to keep the foldback portion 40 
in contact with cover portion 22 so that the foldback portion 40 
does not come back and interfere with access to the opening that 
is now being created in lid 20, it is held in place by a pair of 
protruding tabs SO which interface with a co-operating protrusion 
52 located inwardly therefrom on cover portion 22. The co- 
operating protrusion 52 retains the pair of protruding tabs 50 in 
intimate relation by friction, stiction, or any other appropriate 
physical means. 

The foldback portion 40 tears in given directions along 
first side 46 and second side 48 because the plastic material 
that is used to form the lid 20 has generally linear orientation 
lines therein .p^fyty^^g^^ ta e orientation 
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( 

lines in the material and th<s lid 20 are arranged such that the 
first side 46 and secc id side 48 are aligned along the direction 
of the extrusion so that the tear line* will be along the 
orientation tines of the material. This allows the lid 20 to be 
formed without the inclusion of score lines to assist or promote 
the tearing of the foldbaclc portion 40. and also without any 
notches or slits in the outer side surface 30 of lip portion 24. 
Notches or slits were typically found in the Prior Art, and were 
used to lead into tear lines. It is more difficult to properly 
form a lid that has notches or slits and especially score lines, 
and it is therefore preferable to have a lid that will have an 
opening that is produced by partially removing a portion such as 
foldback portion 40 without the aid of score lines, notches or 
slits. 

It is important that the width of the foldback portion 40. 
which is a minor segment of the substantially circular lid 20, is 
small enough that the opening created by partial removal of the 
foldback portion 40 can be easily covered by a person's mouth 
during drinking. Spillage is thereby generally precluded when 
drinking. In the preferred embodiment, the length of the 
foldback portion 40 is smaller than is found under the Prior Art, 
and is important for several reasons. Firstly, it creates a 
smaller opening so that one's mouth can fit completely over the 
opening while drinking. Secondly, it precludes a portion of the 
foldback portion 40 from extending to the other side of the cover 
portion 22 when fully opened. This is undesirable because it has 
been found In the Prior Art that foldback portions of such sides 
can tei.d to bow upwardly when they are folded back to the other 
side of the cower feBR NRftU4ft* ni&tim.&frukBlfr r * • r c a<"™swhat 
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with drinking by getting in the way of a person's nose. Further, 
it has been found that by having a shorter foldback portion 40, 
there tends to be less spillage of liquid contained within a cup 
if the cup is knocked over while Lid 20 is in place and the 
foldback portion 40 is opened. Further, it has also been found 
that by having a shortened foldback portion 40, with protruding 
tabs 50 thereon and a co-operating protrusion 52 located on the 
cover portion 22 of the lid 20, it is easier to fold the foldback 
portion 40 onto the cover portion 22 and have it retained 
thereon. 

It must be understood, however, that the foldback portion 40 
may also be fairly large. The size of the foldback portion 40 
r da « not a**ect the operation thereof in terms of interaction of 

the protruding tabs 50 on the co-operating protrusion S2, nor in 
terras of the foldback portion 40 tearing along the orientation 
lines of the plastic material. 

The lid 20 also has a generally circular central protrusion 
55 that typically contains a vent hole. This vent hole allows for 
passage of air to the outside when applying the lid to the cup. 
It ■«.. also possible to include an "X"-shaped cut in the central 
protrusion 55 so as to accommodate passage of a straw. 

Reference will now be made to Figure 2 which shows foldback 
portion 40, with an outer portion thereof removed for clarity, 
folded back onto the cover portion 22 such that protruding tabs 5 
are in intimate engagement with co-operating protrusion 52. It 
can be seen that in the outer walls 53 of the co-operating 
protrusion 52 are in intimate engagement with the corresponding 
inner walls 51 of the pair of protruding tabs 50. 

Figure 3 «kM«^^MWMl<««% an ooen D«*i M * n 
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folded over onto cover portion 22. The protruding tab 50 is 
retained in intimate engagement by co-operating protrusion 52- 

It can be seen in Figures 2 and 3 that the foldback portion 
40 is merely to be folded over onto the cover portion 22 after it 
is partially removed from lid 20 along its tear lines. The exact 
positioning of the lid portion 24 on the foldback portion 40 is 
not overly important in that it does not have to be received by 
cover portion 22 at a specific place. In order for co-operating 
protrusion 52 to receive the protruding tabs 50 properly, all 
that is necessary is that the foldback portion 40 be torn in a 
proper direction inwardly along the orientation lines of the 
plastic. The distance of the tear is generally regulated by the 
f hinge 49, and the exact distance that the lip portion 24 on 

foldback portion 40 reaches along cover portion 22, are not 
important. This makes the folding back and subsequent engagement 
of the foldback portion 40 on the cover lid portion 22 very easy. 

Further, it is also easy to remove the foldback portion 40 
frotn cover portion 22 and fold it back over the opening that has 
been created and thereby re-attach it onto the rim of the cup. 

It has also been found that the pair of protruding tabs 50 
coupled with the lid portion 24 on the foldback portion 40 give a 
relatively high degree of strength and rigidity to foldback 
portion 40* This is advantageous in making the foldback portion 
40 easier to foldback and also easier to lock in place against 
the cover portion 22. 

In an alternative embodiment, as shown in Figure 4, the co- 
operating protrusion 52 has a pair of small projections 60, with 
one of the projections 60 located on one of the outer walls 53 
and the other o*at*ta»v)^^ on the opposite 
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of the outer walls S3. These projections 60 cause the inner 
walls 51 of the pair of protruding tabs SO to deform inwardly 
when the foldback portion 40 is retained in place on the cover 
portion 22, when the foldback portion 40 is being put into place 
or being removed therefrom, the top portion 62 of each of the 
protruding tabs 50 must also be deformed by the projections 60 on 
the co-operating protrusion 52* Since these top portions are 
more difficult to deform than are the inner walls 51, there is a 
locking effect as ihe top portion 62 passes over the projections 
60. This allows the foldback portion 40 to be locked in place on 
the cover portion 22 without chance of it slipping out of place 
unwanted I y , 

In a further alternative embodiment, as shown in Figure 5, 
' there is a recess 70 in cover portion 22 of lid 20, which 

contains the co-operating protrusion in 52 therein. The recess 
70 also provides room for lip portion 24 on foldback portion 40 
such that when the foldback portion 40 is folded over, it can sit 
reasonably flush within cover portion 22, This as an advantage 
in that the foldback portion 40 is even more out off the way of a 
person trying to drink through the opening in the lid. It also 
allows drinking vessels to be stackable one on top of the lid of 
another when the foldback portion 40 is opened. 

In yet a further alternative embodiment, as shown in Figure 
6, there is a single protruding tab 80 and a pair of co-operating 
protrusions 82 on the foldback portion 40, The protruding tab 80 
intimately engages with the pair of co-operating protrusions 82 
in the same manner as the pair of protruding tabs 50 intimately 
engage with the co-operating protrusion 52, in the preferred 
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It should be noted that other modifications and alterations 
may be made to the design of the cup lid as described above 
without departing from the spirit and scope of the appended 

claims. 
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--AIMS 



1. A substantially circular disposable lid adapted for secure 
pi accent onto a cup and over the opening therein, made from a 
Plastic material having a orientation lines caused by extrusion, 

comprising : 

a cover portion and lip portion; 

said lip portion being displaced peripherally around said 
cover portion and adapted to allow said lid to engage a 
corresponding rim on said vessel, said lip portion having a grasp 
tab extending from the periphery thereof; 

said cover portion being generally planar and having a 
{ *=ldbacfc portion therein located near the periphery of said cover 

portion and extending into said lip portion and spanning a minor 
segment of said cover portion and said lip portion, and also 
having a generally circular ridge near the periphery of said 
cover portion, said ridge providing overall structural strength 
to said cover portion, at least one co-operating protrusion for 
receiving and retaining said foldback portion, and a hinge; 

each of said co-operating protrusions having a pair of outer 
*sll S that are adapted to be in intimate contact with said 
foldback portion; 

said foldback portion having a first side, a second side, a 
first end, and a second end, said first end being coincident 
»itb said grasp tab of said lip portion and said second end being 
coincident with said hinge; 

said foldback portion being adapted to be lifted at its end 
and partially SepareaAettiatootogrfchM^ei^- Wff^^tVS by lifting said 
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fcldbac*: portion and tearing it inwardly, said foidback portion 
- jfjarating from the rest of said lid along a pair of tear lines a 
one on each side of said foidback portion with said tear lines 
defining the first and second sides of said foidback portion; 

said foidback portion including at least one protruding tab 
f— interfacing with said at least one co-operating protrusion on 
said rover portion, each of said at least one protruding tab 
having an inner wall that is adapted to be in intimate engagement 
vitfc one of said outer walls of said co-operating protrusion; 

wherein said "U**- shaped hinge is adapted to preclude said 
frlibacfc portion from tearing further into said lid by bending 
once said tear lines reach said hinge; and 

wherein said lid is oriented in a direction in said plastic 
material such that said tear lines are oriented along said 
orientation lines of said material. 

2. The disposable lid of claim 1, including two protruding tabs 
sni one co-cperating protrusion. 

3. The disposable lid of claim 1, including one protruding tab 
ani tKo co-operating protrusions. 

4. The disposable lid of claim 1, also having a recess within 
said cover portion and with said recess accommodating said at 
least one co-opera ting protrusion and said recess also 
"conssodating said lip portion on said foidback portion when said 
foidback portion is folded over. 
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5. Th* disposable lid of claim 1, including at least one 
t ejection located on one of said at least one outer wall of said 
co* operating protrusion - 

?h* disposable lid of claim 1. including two projection, one 
on each outer wall of said co-operating protrusion- 

7. A substantially circular disposable lid adapted for secure 
pi cement onto a cup and over the opening therein, made from a 
Plastic material having a orientation lines caused by extrusion, 
comprising: 

a cover portion and lip portion; 

said lip portion being displaced peripherally around said 
cov*r portion and adapted to allow said lid to engage a 
corresponding rim on said vessel, said lip portion having a grasp 
tab extending from the periphery thereof; 

said cover portion being generally planar and having a 
foldbaclc portion therein located near the periphery of said cover 
portion and extending into said lip portion and spanning a minor 
segment of said cover portion and said lip portion, and also 
having a generally circular ridge near the periphery of said 
rover portion, said ridge providing overall structural strength 
to said cover portion; 

said foldback portion having a first side, a second side, a 
first end, and a second end, said first end being coincident 

said grasp tab of said lip portion and said second end being 
coincident with said hinge; 
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said foldback portion being adapted to be lifted at its end 
% utid partially separated from the rest of said lid by lifting said 
f oldbacJ: portion and tearing it inwardly, said foldback portion 
separating Cram the rest of said lid along a pair of tear lines,"*- 
one on each side of said foldback portion with said tear lines 
defining the first and second sides of said foldback portion; ; ^ 

wherein said "TJ"-shaped hinge is adapted to pr eel ride ^said^^ ; i 
foldback portion from tearing further, into said lid by bending 
once said ^ t ear lines reach said .hinge;^andX:/ '\ lf "M? 

.. : wherein* said^li^^^ said plastic.^ 

material '.such that said tear lin^^^^e^oriented along said, 
orientation ; lines -of said materiai^^^^?^^^^ ' 
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